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Shalom Friends, 

Beware the anxiety of our age. Spreading like a virus, it 
infects non-believers and believers alike. What is the 
cure? Thankfully, both cure and prevention are one and 
the same; fixing our eyes firmly on Jesus, the author 
and perfecter of our faith. "Let not your hearts be 

troubled,"  he says to us through John 14. "Believe in 

God; believe also in me." 

Before this prescription slips into the semi-dream state of 
cliché, let’s unpack what the Master is saying on the eve 
of his crucifixion. Verse 1 above, is a bookend to verse 27, 
linked together by a common phrase, “Shalom I leave 

with you; my shalom I give to you. Not as the world gives 
do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither 
let them be afraid.” In context, Yeshua is foretelling his 
impending death and explaining how and why God’s plan 
will continue to unfold. But for the generations after these 
events, which includes the one in which John is writing, 
Jesus knows that his seeming absence will be acutely felt, 
and will be exploited by the enemy. He beckons us to live 
like him—faithful and fruitful. 

‣ Be aware that demonic forces, working through 
empire, taunt us to despair about the work of God, 
tempting our hearts to be troubled. Repent! 

‣ Be receptive to the reality that Jesus is with us by 
God’s Spirit (Ruach) to continue and complete what 
he started. “I will not leave you as orphans.” Believe! 

‣ Be discerning that along with temptations to fear 
and worry come false, cultural substitutes for the 
shalom that Jesus offers and delivers. Repent! 

‣ Be engaged in his kingdom mission fully assured 
that he is keeping his word to us and through us. 
May our efforts be characterized by an unwavering 
hope in the Father’s heart to bless. Believe! 

Your February Audio Teaching 

I began writing you shortly after 
recording this month’s audio on how 
to exalt our risen and reigning King 
in fresh, ever-deepening ways. You’ll 
see my notes up top as a teaser to 
prompt you to listen to the teaching 
as soon as you can. Rosalind, Eileen 
and I sensed the Father’s good 
pleasure during the process.  

!!!!!!!
The theme of February’s message is reflected in the 
above quote taken from Our Father Abraham. Enjoy! 

Why Israel? 

Everything our ministry does contributes to exposing 
and expunging anti-Semitism. A new piece recently 
published in the UK entitled, Why Israel? approaches 
the problem by introducing a fresh reading of familiar 
texts. For your edification, here is the lead paragraph, 

“The way we understand Israel's story influences the 
way we read sacred Scripture. In this article, I want to 
share with you how Israel, rightly understood, connects 
the Testaments (Covenants) and helps you read, study, 
and live the Bible for all it's worth. One caveat before 
we begin. As important as the rebirth of the State of 
Israel in 1948 is, the topic is beyond the scope of this 
discussion and can, in fact, muddy the waters. If we 
start with the biblical witness, I believe the prophetic 
implications of modern day Israel become self-evident.” 

You can read my article, in its entireity, on the homepage 
of jcstudies.com. 

Let’s Celebrate Passover Together 

We are preparing materials to help everyone transform 
Easter into Passover this year. Our innovative approach 
is useful for beginners and those with more experience. 
Look for information in next month’s Haverim Update.

Haverim Lecture Series                               
Richard Middleton:                                              
A New Heaven and Earth                              
March 18th in Dayton, OH

Passover April 11-18!
Resurrection Sunday-16

Pentecost!
May 31/June 4

Tabernacles!
October 5-11

Haverim Lecture Series                               
Ron Herms:                                              
TBD                               
April 22nd in Dayton, OH

“How does today’s Christian 
learn to think and approach life 
as Abraham, Moses, David, and        
the prophets did, and as Jesus,           

Paul and the apostles did?” 

- Dr. Marv Wilson

You, haverim, 

will be like 

trees planted 

by streams of 

living water!

James

J 
E 
S 
U 
S

!
C

!
E

N 
E

N 
C



!
Torah Reading Schedule: 

     Feb 11: Exodus 13:17-17:16 

     Feb 18: Exodus 18:1-20:23 

     Feb 25: Exodus 21:1-24:18 

     Mar 4: Exodus 25:1-27:19 

     Mar 11: Exodus 27:20-30:10 

Lord Of The Wind And Waves 
by Doug Ward 

Editor’s Note: We are delighted that Doug Ward accepted our 

invitation to continue writing for us in 2017. His insights and writing 

style are a blessing to this study community. Welcome back Doug! 

On the sixth day of creation, God gave a directive to the first man 
and woman. "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue 
it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth" (Gen 1:28). The Sages of Israel found 
613 commandments in the Torah of Moses, 
and Gen 1:28 is first on the list. But this is 
much more than a commandment: it is a 
great blessing, a privilege, and an 
opportunity. God has given us a special 
status as his image bearers (v. 26), making 
us his agents in administering his rule over 
the earth. 

Filling the earth and subduing it is a big 
responsibility, made even more challenging 
by human sinfulness (Gen 3:16-19). It is 
especially difficult for us to "fill the earth" 
when we frequently engage in murder and 
warfare (Gen 4:8, 14:1-12). 

Despite our many failings, the human race has done much to carry 
out the blessing of Gen 1:28. Today there are over seven billion 
people in the world, a feat made possible by extraordinary 
advances in agriculture, medicine, science, and technology. 
Smallpox, for example, a disease responsible for the deaths of 
hundreds of millions of people has been completely eradicated 
since 1980. 

Looking just at the significant accomplishments of the last few 
centuries, we might imagine the future as a steady march of 
progress, with the scope of human dominion eventually 
encompassing every aspect of our existence. We have become 
accustomed to being in control of many parts of life. But lest we 
deceive ourselves, our loving Father provides constant reminders 
that many matters are simply beyond our control. Take the 
weather for instance. 

With the development of computer technology in the 1950s, some 
leading experts were hopeful that we would be able to use these 
new computational resources to predict, and then increasingly 
control, the weather. But when scientists constructed basic 
computer models to simulate the weather, they learned something 
surprising. When they made tiny changes in the starting values of 
the variables in the models, the results of the new simulations 
would quickly diverge from the original ones. Systems that have 
this property of "sensitive dependence on initial conditions" or 
"chaotic dynamics" turn out to be inherently unpredictable. Simply 
put, we will never be able to accurately predict the weather more 
than several days into the future, no matter how much computing 
power we devote to the task. Weather is not something that we 
can confidently predict, let alone control.(1) 

!

In the Hebrew Scriptures, the God of Israel is set apart by his 
control of wind and waves, two main components of weather. God 
designed the earth's climate and agriculture on the second and 
third days of creation (Gen 1:6-13), a process poetically pictured in 
Psalm 104:5-9. Referring to the waters of the earth, Psalm 104:7 
praises God saying, "At your rebuke they fled; at the sound of your 
thunder they took to flight." 

God's mastery of the elements was on full display at the parting of 
the Red Sea, when Moses stretched out his hand and "the LORD 
drove the sea back by a strong east wind" (Exod 14:21). Psalm 

106:9 declares, "He rebuked the Red Sea, 
and it became dry, and he led them through 
the deep as through a desert." 

The author of Psalm 107 helps keep the 
position of humanity in perspective by 
observing that mariners go "down to the sea 
in ships" (v. 23) and see God's "wondrous 
works in the deep" (v. 24). This passage goes 
on to describe how God "commanded and 
raised the stormy wind, which lifted up the 
waves of the sea" (v. 25). Then when the 
frightened sailors cried out to God, he "made 
the storm be still, and the waves of the sea 
were hushed" (v. 29). 

All of this sheds fresh light on an event in the life of Jesus recorded 
in Mark 4:35-41. Like the ancient mariners of Ps 107,  Jesus and his 
disciples head across the water in a boat (v. 36). Also like Ps 107, 
the wind and waves rise, those in the vessel are frightened for their 
lives, and they cry out to God to save them. In the Gospel account, 
the disciples have to wake Jesus up to plead with him to help (v. 
38). The Messiah stills the storm (v. 39). 

The account in Mark ends with the disciples asking, "Who then is 
this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?" Their question 
invites the reader to meditate upon the identity of Jesus. And with 
knowledge of his Bible in hand, this story provides us with an 
important clue to the answer. In Mark 4, Jesus plays the role that 
God does in Ps 107.(2) He calms the wind and waves by rebuking 
them directly (Ps 104:7, Ps 106:9, Mark 4:39), rather than asking 
God for a response (as Moses did at the Red Sea, and Elijah did in 
praying for the end of a drought). The implication is that Jesus is 
more than a human agent of God, like Moses or Elijah; rather, he is 
Immanuel, God with us in the flesh. 

In carrying out the blessing to "fill the earth and subdue it," the 
Holy One has endowed us with considerable abilities and 
resources for the task. But we should be humble, not proud, for 
ours is a stewardship, and we are not in full control of our 
circumstances. Instead, we serve as God's representatives,  
working in a redemptive partnership with him under his direction 
and tutelage. Like the seafarers in Ps 107, we can cry out for help 
amidst the storms of life; and like the disciples in Mark 4, we know 
that Jesus is in the boat with us, accompanying us to our destination. 

Endnotes: 
(1) See the chapter on "The Butterfly Effect" in Chaos: Making a New Science by James Gleick, Viking Penguin, 1987.  

(2) The parallels between Mark 4:35-41 and Ps 107:23-32 are summarized nicely in a table in Chapter 9 of Dr. Brant Pitre's The Case 
for Jesus: The Biblical and Historical Evidence for Christ, Image, New York, 2016.

Your February Audio Teaching
The Sheep to Shepherd Principle (part one)                                            
James C. Whitman, Executive Director, JC Studies 

In a unique and engaging audio presentation, Rosalind and I share with you something 

very special that Jesus taught me. It’s a method to both better understand                             

the big picture of God’s Word, and to help others see it also.                                                                                     

This teaching will give you insight into why our gracious Father gave the church covenant 

roots that are uniquely Jewish, and why that is prophetically relevant in our generation.  

Jesus, Teach Us Your Scriptures 
“beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.” Luke 24:27 

Jesus, Teach Us Your Scriptures is a monthly article designed to expand covenant connections and enhance our appreciation    

of the Hebrew Tanakh (Torah/teaching, Nevi’im/prophets, Ketuvim/writings) — the Bible of Yeshua and the early Church.

“With the development of 
computer technology in 
the 1950s, some leading 

experts were hopeful that 
we would be able to use 
these new computational 
resources to predict, and 
then increasingly control, 

the weather.”
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https://www.haverimstudycommunity.org

